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Se Matthew V. well 


Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
t at hand, 


II that has Ears to hear, let him hear what the 
Lord ſays unto him by my Mouth. It is of 
= the Lords Mercy that we are not all con- 
ſumed. It is of the Lord's Mercy that we are not all 
burned. It is of the Lord's Mercy that all our Houſes, 
and Goods, and Wives, and Children, and our ſelves 
too, are not now made a Prey to that devouring, Ele- 
ment, which, as upon this Day, did once bring our 
Forma City into Aſhes, and buried it in its own 
Ruines. Yea, and it is of the Lord's Mercy, that we 
are not at this very Inſtant ſcorched in a far worſe Fire 
than that, we are now humbling our ſelves for with 
Faſting and Prayer, The unquenchable Fire of Hell. 
For we, by our many, great, and crying Sins, have 
long ſince forfeited all our Right and Title both to 
Heaven and Earth, and have deſerved nothing from 
God, but only, to be thruſt into that Lake which burn- 
eth with Fire and Brimſtone,. the Smoke of which 
aſcendeth up for ever and ever. And therefore, ſee- 
ing this is all we deſerve from God for our Rebellions, 
and repeated Provocations againſt him; ſeeing all we 
deſerve from God, is only, to be made like unto Sodom, 
and like unto Gomorrah, which are ſet forth as an Ex- 
ample unto us, ſuffering the Vengeance of Eternal Fire 
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ſeeing, I ſay, this is all we deſerve from God: Let us all 


prepare our ſelves to meet God with true Repent ance, 


| leſt God come to meet us with Sword, Famine, Plague, 


Peſtilence, or Fire, thoſe dreadtul and irreſiſtible Ex- 


ecutioners of his Wrath. Now, God does not call us 


to queneh the Fire that is in our Houſes, by throw- 
ing Water upon it: Let us, in God's Houfe, quench 
the Fire of his Wrath, by ſhedding penitential Tears, 
Now, God does not call us to labour with our Hands 
to fave our Houſes from being conſumed into Aſhes ; 
Let us, in God's Houſe, /ift up holy Hands nit houi 
Frath unto God, in fervent Prayers, and Supplictions, 
and Interceſfions. Now, God does not call us to Watch 
in the Fields all Night, or to lie down upon the cold 
Ground, becauſe we have not a Houſe to lay our 
Heads in : bur, he calls us into his Houſe, to Faſt, and 
to Pray, and to make our Peace with him, leſt he 
come upon us once more, and kindle ſuch a Fire a- 
mong us as can never be quenched, and fo our laſt Eſtate 
thall be worſe than the firſt. For, Chriſt himſelf has 
long ſince told you all, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all lite- 
wiſe periſh. Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 
Luke 13. 3, 5. Repent ye therefore, for the Kingdom'of 
Heaven is at Hand. The Meaning of which Words is 


this. 5 


By Repentance is meant in general, a godly Sorrow 
tor all our Sins, and a ſteadfaſt Purpoſe: to lead a new 


Life. By the Kingdom of Heaven is meant, the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, which here gives us a ſure Promiſe, and 
will hereafter certainly give us the full Poſſeſſion of 


the Kingdom of Heaven. By being at hand is meant; 


it hath approached or drawn near, by being revealed 
and preached to us miſerable Sinners. And by all 
this put together is meant, God hath turned and-drawn 
near to you, do you therefore turn and draw near to 
him. 


FIXES 
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him. God, in the Goſpel, offers you the free and the 
full Pardon of all your Sins for the time paſt, do you 


therefore repent, and amend your Lives for the time 


to come. | : 
The Doctrines contained in theſe Words, thus ex- 
pounded, are Two. 


I. No man can repent, unleſs the Kingdom of Heaven 
be at hand: Or, No man can fincerely turn unto 
God by true Repentance, unleſs God do firſt turn bis 

Heart by the preaching of the Goſpel. | . 
II. Zhe Kingdom of Heaven's being at hand: Or, The 
preaching of the Goſpel, is the beſt and the only effe- 
ctual way to bring men to Repentance. Of which 
in their Order. 


I. No man can repent, unleſs the Kingdom of Heaven 
be at hand: Or, No man can ſincerely turn unto God by 
true Repentance,. unleſs God do firſt turn his Heart by 
the preaching, of the Goſpel. For, | 

1. When Adam had loſt his Innocence, by eating 
the forbidden Fruit, he was ſo far from endeavouring 
to repair his Loſs, by going to God by Repentance, 
and making his Peace with him, that he rather ran 
farther from him. For, he went and hid himſelf from 
the Preſence of the Lord God, among the Trees of the 
Garden, Gen. 3. 8. Yea, and when God called, and 
ſaid unto him, Adam, where art thou > Faſt thou eaten 
of the Tree whereof I commanded thee, that thou ſhouldeſt 
not eat? He was ſtill fo far from repenting, that he 
began to excuſe himſelf, by caſting all the Blame upon 
his Wife, or rather upon God, that gave her to him. 
For faid he, ver. 12. The Woman whom thou gaveſt to 
be with me, ſhe-gave me of the Tree, and I did eat. Inti- 
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ſinned at all. For, if God had not given him that Woman, 


then, they are like him in his Pride: and therefore, 


mility, which is the firſt Step to Repentance. 


his Repentance could not have done him the leaſt good. 


mating, that if it had not been for God, he had not 


who tempted him, he had not eaten the forbidden Fruit. 
From whence it is plain, that Adam, after the Fall, 
never thought of repenting for, but rather went a- 
bour to juſtifie, or at leaſt, to excuſe it. The fame 
Pride of Heart, that made him deſire to be /ike God, 
made him alſo ſcorn to confeſs, and repent of his Fault. 
And the fame Nature that was then in Adam, has been 
ever ſince, is now, and ever will be, in all his Poſte- 
rity to the End of the World. For, af the Sons of 
Adam are begotten after his Likeneſs,and after his Image, 
Gen. 5. 3. That is, All men, by Nature, are born Sin- 
ners like unto Adam. They are not born in the Lite- 
neſs and Image of God, wherein Adam was at firſt made; 
but, they are born in the Likeneſs and Image of Adam, 
after he had loſt his Original Excellence. And if all 
men are, by their Birth, like unto Adam after the Fall: 


A 


they cannot poſlibly repent, any more than he did; 
and therefore, No man can repent, till the Kingdom of 
Heaven be at hand, and till the bleſſed Jeſus, who is 
meek and lowly in Heart, do cloath his Soul with Hu- 


2. If Adam could have repented after the Fall: yer, 


For, the Law of Nature, to which Adam was ſubject, and 
the Law of Moſes, which took in the Jews, admit of no 
Repentance ; but, they both exact a full and perfect 
Obedience. They do not pardon the leaft ſinful 
Thought, Word, or Deed ; but, they denounce Death 
and Damnation upon the leaſt Breach or Neg- 
lect of Duty. For ſays the Law of Nature, Ge. 2. 17. 
In the Day that thou eateſt of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, thou ſhalt ſarely die. The Decree is 

” 5 abſolute, 
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abſolute, without any Place ſor Repentance, 7 hou ſhalt | 


ſurely die. And the Law of Moſes is altogether as 
ſevere and terrible. For ſays St. Paul, ſpeaking of 


that Law, Gal. 3. 10. Curſed is every one that continueth 


not in all things, which are written in the Book of the 
Law to do them. From whence it is plain, that, there 
is no place for Repentance, either in the Natural or 
Moſaical Law. And therefore, all men being under 
one, or both, of thoſe Laws; it muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low, that no man can repent under either of them. 


For, thoſe Laws that admit of no Repentance, when 
a Fault 1s once committed, do make Men to become 


deſperate, and to baniſh all Thoughts of Repentance, 
and to contrive how they may break them fo much 
the more. For ſays holy David, Pſal. 1 30. 3. thou, 
Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiſs, 
O Lord, who may ahide it > That is, If God ſhould 
be fo ſevere as to take Notice of, and to puniſh every 


Fault without Mercy; then, no man would abide his 
Service, or regard his Commands. And therefore he 


adds, ver. 4. There is Mercy with thee, therefore ſhalt 
thou be feared. Intimating, that, no man would re- 
pent, or fear, or ſerve, or worſhip God at all, if he were 
not ſo merciful as to pardon poor Sinners upon their 


Repentance. For, if a Man were able to repent; yet, 


who would ever do it, it it could do him. no manner 
of Good? Who would ever take ſo much Pains, and 
ſo much Trouble, as Repentance puts a man to, if his 
Repentance could not be accepted? Who would ever 


reſtore all his unjuſt Gain, and confeſs all his Sins, and 
bring himſelf to Shame, if all this could not ſtand him 


in the leaſt ſtead 2 And thus you ſee; that, no man is, 


of himſelf, able to. repent ;. and that, if he were able 
to repent ; yet, his Repentance could not be accepted, 
Fi 1 5 „ either 


ww, 


A Sermon upon the 


——t. 


2 


either under the Natural or Moſaical Law. But, for fear 


any proud man ſhould pretend that he is able to re- 


ent; and that, God cannot be ſo unjuſt, as not to ac- 
pent; , ) 


cept of him upon his Repentance : therefore I add, 
3. That our Saviour Chriſt himſelf aſſures us, Foba 


15. 5. That, without him ye can do no thing. Ye can do no 


thing, no, zo? the very leaſt thing, without Chriſt, that 
is truly good and acceptable unto God. And St. Paul 
aſſures us, 2 Cor. 3. 5. That, we are not ſuffcient to think 
any good thing, and much lets to repent, as of car ſelves : 
and therefore, if God does not give us both the Wi 
to repent, and the very Deed of Repentance, we can- 
not repent at all, Phil. 2. 13. And leſt any of you 
ſhould think this to be ſtrange Doctrine, St. Paul 
gives you the Reaſon of it, Rom. 5. 6. compared with 
Eph. 2.1. where he ſays, that all men without Chriſt, 
are alſo without Strength; yea, and they are allo dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 
dead, cannot raiſe himſelf from Death to Life; ſo nei- 
ther can a man, who is ſpiritually dead, raiſe himſelf 
from the Death of Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs.. 
For, if any man can give Life to himſelf; then, Chri/# 
is dead in vain, Gal. 2. 21. And leſt any one of you. 
ſhould think that I do not give you the true Meaning 
of theſe Texts of Scripture, I am to tell you, that the 
Church of England, in her Tenth Article concerning 
Free-Will, does exactly take them in the ſame mean- 
ing, that I now do. For, theſe are the Words of that 
Article: The Condition of Man, after the Fall of Adam, 
is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf, by his 
own natural Strength and good Works, to Faith aud cal. 
ling upon God, Wherefore, we have no Power to do good. 
Works pleaſant and. acceptable to God, without the Grace 
of God, by Chriſt preventing us, that we may have - 
| goo 


And as a man, who is naturally 


> 
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good Vill, and working with US, whey we have that 
good Will, And all thoſe that think, ſpeak, or write 
otherwiſe, are no true Sons of the Church of Enz/and. 

4. The beſt Men upon Earth do frequently fall 
into Sin. For, in many things we offend all, Jam. 3. 2. 
And notwithſtanding they have the Spirit of God 
working in their Hearts; yet, they find it very hard 
to repent ; yea, they find it fo extreme hard, that if 
God did not make the Kingdom of Heaven to come to 
their Aſſiſtance, by giving them ſome further Degree 
of Grace, they would not be able to repent ar all ; 
but, they would live and die in their Sins. For, when 
holy David had committed Adultery with Bath/heba, 
he was ſo far from repenting of it, that he committed 
more Sins to excuſe it. For, he ſent for her Husband 
from the Army, and feaſted him, and made him 
drunk, in hope that he would go in untò her, and become 
the reputed Father of his adulterous Iſſue. And when 
that would not do, he ſent a Letter with him to Joab,and 
made him tlie Meſſenger of his own Death, by ſlaying 
him with the Sword of the Children of Ammon. And tis 
highly probable, that he would never have repented of 
thoſe Sins, if Nathan had not awaked him by his power- 
ful Miniſtry, when he ſaid unto him, Thou art the 
Man, 2 Sam. 12. 7. And thus it was with St. Peter; 
he added Curſing and Swearing to the Denial of 
his Lord and Maſter. And if Chriſt had not given 
him a gracious Look, which melted. his Heart, and 
made him weep: bitterly for his Sin, he might have 
continued in it all his Life. And if the beſt men 
upon Earth do find it ſo hard to repent, after they 
are Converted, how is it poſſible for the worſt men 
to do ſo, before they are Converted 2 For, if thoſe 
who are alive can ſcarce. live, thoſe who are dead can- 
not live at all. 5. The 
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5. The great Deſign of God in the Goſpel, is, that wo 
Hleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence ; but that, according as it 
is written, he that glorieth, ſhould glory in the Lord, 
1 Cor. . 29, 31. And God could never compals this 
Deſign of his, if any man were able to repent, and 
0 ave himſelf, For then, no man would be behold- 
ing to God for his Salvation, but to himſelf. And 
every one would have whereof to glory ev'n before 
God. And for this Reaſon allo, No man can repent 
till the Kingdom of Heaven be at hand, that God may 
have all the Glory of our Salvation to himſelf alone. 

6. The whole Scripture is full of Examples to this 
purpoſe. For, when Adam fell, and never thought of 
Chriſt ; God, in the Curſe he laid upon the Serpent, 
gave him a Promiſe, that the Seed of the Woman ſhould 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head, Gen. 3. 15. When all Men 
were Sinners againſt, aud Fnemies to Ged; even 
then, God ſo loved the World, that he ſent his only 
begotten Son to die for them, when they never thought 
of him, John 3. 16. compared with Kom. 5. 8, 10. 
When the whole Nation of the Jews was at firſt taken 
into God's Favour, did they at all ſcek God, till he 
firſt fought them? No verily. For, thus faith the 
Lord God unto Jeruſalem under the Similitude of a 
wretched Infant, Ezek. 16. 4, 5, 6. In the Day that 
thou waſt born, thy Navel was not cut, neither waſt thou 
waſhed in Water to ſupple thee; thou waſt not ſalted at 
all, nor ſwadled at all. Nene Eye pitied thee, to do any 
of theſe things unto thee, to have Compaſſion upon thee ; 
but, rhou waſt caſt out in the open Field, to the loathing of 
thy Perſon, in the Day that thou waſt born. And when I 
paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thine own Blond, I 

faid unto thee, when thouwaſt in thy Blood, Live: Tea, I 
ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy Blood, Live. And 
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this is exactly the Condition of every Man in the State 
of Nature. He is polluted in his Blood; he is loath- 
ſome in his Perſon; he is like an Infant of a Day 
old, expoſed to the wide World; unable to help him- 
ſelf, and unworthy and unvilling to be helped by any one 
elſe; and he is altogether Friendleſs, he has none to 
ſhew him the leaſt Pity or Compaſſion. And how 
can ſuch a miſerable, helpleſs Creature, ever ſeek or 


love God, unleſs God do ſeek and love him firſt 2 


And as this was the State of the Jews, ſo it was of 
the Gentiles, when God firſt took them into Favour. 
For, when our Saviour inlarged his Commiſſion to 
his Diſciples beyond the Nation of the Jews, he faid 
unto them, Mat. 28. 19. Go ye and teach all Nations. 
Where you ſee, that our Saviour does not bid his Dif- 
ciples tarry till the Nations came to them for Inſtru- 
ction; but, he bids them go and profler their Service to 


the Nations, though they never came to them for it. 


Nay farther. The Parable tells us, that when the Fews. 
rejected the Goſpel, our Saviour was forced to Compel 
the Gentiles to receive it, Luke 14. 23. The Gentiles 
were ſo far from ſeeking unto Chriſt firſt, that Chriſt 
was forced to Compel them to come to him. And indeed, 


whatever ſome proud, vain Men ſay to the contrary, 


Nothing but the fame Almighty Power of God, which 
raiſed Chriſt from Death to Life, can ever raiſe a Sin- 
ner from the Death of Sin to the Life of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Yea, let me tell you farther. 7: is. a harder Work 
for God to Convert one Sinner from the Error of his Way, 
than it was for him to create the whole World out of 
nothing. For, the Creation of the World coſt God no 
more than a Word's ſpeaking. Fe ſpake, and it was 
done; he commanded, aud it ſtood faſt, Pal. 33.9, 6. 
But, the Converſion only of one Sinner coſt God the 
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Death of his Son, the God-Man, Chriſt Jeſus. But, 
general Examples do not make ſuch an Impreſſion up- 
on the Minds of Men, as particular Inſtances ; and 
therefore, I ſhall juſt mention the Converſion of St. 
Paul and the Jaylor, and fo conclude this Argument. 
St. Paul was ſo far from repenting of his Sins, and ſeek- 
ing unto Chrift for the Pardon of them, Mut he perſe- 
cuted Chriſt at that very time, that he was converted by 
him. For ſays Chriſt unto him, Acts 9. 4, 5. Saul, 


Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me 2 It is hard for thee to kick 


againſt the Pricks. Nay further. St. Pau! was fo far 
from repenting of himſelf, that Chriſt was conſtrained 
to uſe Violence to bring him to it, % ftriking him 
down to the Ground, as you have it in the ſame Place. 
Nay further yet. St. Paul was ſo far from repenting of 


himſelf before his Converſion, that, even after his Cou- 


ver fon, he durſt not ſay of himſelf, that he either 
Labpured, or fo much as Lived. For ſays he, Gal. 2. 
20. L am cruciſfed with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live; yet, 
not IJ, but Chrift liveth in me. And, I laboured more 
abundimtly than they all; yet not I, but the Grace of 


Gel which was with me. 1 Cor. 15. 10. And as for tlie 


Jaylor,- he was fo far from repenting of his Sins, and 
ſeeking unto Chriſt for the Pardon of them, that he 
kept St. Paul and Silas in Priſon, and put their Feet in 
the Stocks that very Night, that he and all his Houſhold 
were Converted by their Miniſtry. Acts 16. 24, 32. 
And tis remarkable, that there was a great Earthquake 


before their Converſion, implying, that it is eafter to 
turn the World upſide down, than to turn the Hearts 


of proud and rebellious Sinners, who think they can 
Convert, and thereby Save themſelves; when they, 
poor, weak, ſilly Creatures, cannot ſo much as live, or 
move, or be, of themſelves. For, in im, that I 
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God, we live, and move, and have our being, For, we 
are his OHeſpring. And, he giveth to all Life, and Breath, 
and all things. Acts 17. 25, 28. And therefore, for 
_ Chriſt Jeſus his Sake, let no man deceive himſelf by 
thinking, that he can repent, when he pleaſes; and he 
can turn to God, when he will. For, no man can 
turn unto God, unleſs God do firſt turn his Heart. 
And therefore, we all ſay in our Commination Ser- 
vice; Turn thou us, O good Lord, and fo ſpall we be 
turned. Where we all confeſs, that we cannot turn 
our ſelves, unleſs God do firſt turn us. And what 
our Church in particular ſays here to God n her 
Liturgy, the whole Church of God in general fays 
to Chriſt in the Song of Solomon, Cantic. 1. 4. Draw 
me, and we will run after thee, and we will rejoice, and 
be glad in thee, and we will remember thy Love more 
than Wine, Where you ſee, that unleſs Chriſt do firſt 
draw us, we can never Run; no, nor indeed, ſo much 
as go or ſtir towards lim. For ſays Chriſt himſelf, 
John 6. 44. No man, he excepts none, as having more 
Ability than another; No man can come to me, except 
the Father, which hath ſent me, draw him. And there- 
fore, do not ſay, thou canft repent of thy ſelf. For, 
thou canft do nothing of thy ſelf, . 4ut Sin. Sin in- 
deed is' thine' own Work, ut, no thing elſe is ſo. 
very living, moving, being, breathing, and every thing 
elſe, tliat thou art, doſt, and haſt, is God's. Do not ſay, 


It ĩs time enough to repent hereafter. For, thou doſt 


not know, whether thou ſhalt live one Moment longer; 
thou doſt not know, but that thou may ſt be imme- 
diarely ſtruck down dead upon the Place, Whithour 
having ſo much time as to ſay, God have Mercy upon 
me! And if God does give thee ſo much time, thou 
doſt not know, whether he will give thee ſo much Grace 
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Death of his Son, the God-Man, Chriſt Jeſus. But, 
general Examples do not male ſuch an Impreſſion up- 
on the Minds of Men, as particular Inſtances ; and 
therefore, I ſhall juſt mention the Converſion of St. 
Paul and the Jaylor, and fo conclude this Argument. 
St. Paul was ſo far from repenting of his Sins, and ſeek- 
ing unto Chrift for the Pardon of them, that he perſe- 
cuted Chriſt at that very time, that he was converted by 
him. For ſays Chriſt unto him, Acts g. 4, 5. Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me 2 It is hard for thee to kick 
againſt the Pricks. Nay further. St. Pau! was fo far 
from repenting of himſelf, that Chriſt was conſtrained 
to uſe Violence to bring him to it, 4% /triking lim 
down to the Ground, as you have it in the ſame Place. 
Nay further yet. St. Paul was fo far from repenting of 
himſelf before his Converſion, that, even after his Con- 
verſion, he durſt not ſay of himſelf, that he either 


 TLaboured,or ſo much as Lived. For ſays he, Gal. 2. 


20. L am' crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs T live; yet, 
not I, but Chrift liveth in me. And, I laboured more 
abunduntly than they all; yet not I, but the Grace of 
Gel which was with me. 1 Cor. 15. 10. And as for the 
Jaylor, he was fo far from repenting of his Sins, and 
ſeeking unto Chriſt for the Pardon of them, that he 


kept St. Paul and Silas in Priſon, and put their Feet in 


the Stocks that very Night, that he and all his Houſhold 
were Converted by their Miniſtry. Acts 16. 24, 32. 
And *tis remarkable, that there was a great Earthquake 
before their Converſion, implying, that it is eaſier to 
turn the World upſide down, than to turn the Hearts 
of proud and rebellious Sinners, who think they can 
Convert, and thereby Save themſelves; when they, 
poor, weak, ſilly Creatures, cannot ſo much as live, or 
move, or be, of themſelves. For, in him, that 2 
3 
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God, we live, and move, aud have our being, For, we 
are his Off-ſpring. And, he giveth to all Life, and Breath, 
and all things. Acts 17. 25, 28. And therefore, for 
Chriſt Jeſus his Sake, let no man deceive himſelf by 


thinking, that he can repent, when he pleaſes; and he 


can turn to God, when he will. For, no man can 
turn unto God, unleſs God do firſt turn his Heart. 
And therefore, we all ſay in our Commination Ser- 


vice; Turn thou us, O good Lord, and fo fhall we be 


turned. Where we all confeſs, that we cannot turn 
our ſelves, unleſs God do firſt turn us. And what 
our Church in particular ſays here to God .n her 
Liturgy, the whole Church of God in general fays 
to Chriſt in the Song of Solomon, Cantic. 1. 4. Draw 
me, and we will run after thee, and we will rejoice, and 
be glad in thee, and we will remember thy Love more 
than Wine. Where you ſee, that unleſs Chriſt do firſt 
draw us, we can never Run; no, nor indeed, ſo much 
as go or ſtir towards him. For fays Chriſt himſelf, 
John 6. 44. No man, he excepts none, as having more 
Ability than another ; No man can come to me, except 
the Father, which hath ſent me, draw him. And there- 
fore, do not ſay, thou canſt repent of thy ſelf. For, 
thou canſt do nothing of thy ſelf, But Sin. Sin in- 
deed is thine own Work ; but, no thing elſe is ſo. Thy 
very living, moving, being, breathing, and every thing 
elſe, that thou art, voſt, and haſt, is God's. Do not ſay, 


It is time enough to repent hereafter. For, thou doſt 


not know, wherher thou ſhalt live one Moment longer; 
thou doſt not now, but that thou mayſt be imme- 
diately ſtruck down dead upon the Place, Whithout 

having ſo much time as to ſay, God have Mercy upon 

me | And if God docs give thee ſo much time, thou 

doſt not know, whether he will give thee ſo much Grace 
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45 to make uſe of it. For, whatever ſome dream to 
the contrary, the Day of Grace may, and ſometimes 


does expire, before the Day of Death, For, Feruſalem 


out-livd that Day, that made for her Peace, Luke 
19. 42. And thoſe five ſooliſh Virgins out-liv'd, or 
rather, out-/lept their Day of Grace, Mat. 25. 1. with 


the following Verſes. And if thou out-liveſt, or out- 


fleepeſt thy Day of Grace, as thou may lt very eaſily 
do: For, God will not ſuffer his Spirit always to ſtrive 
with man, becauſe he is but Fleſh, and not fit to be al- 
ways waited on by the Great Majeſty of Heaven, Ges. 


6. 3. Then, all thou doſt will do thee no good. lt 


will be all too late. It will be all to no purpoſe. Wher 
the Door is once ſhut, there is no opening of it for ever 
after, though thou faſteſt, and prayeſt, and weepeſt, 
and laboureſt, and buyeſt Oil, and trimmeſt thy Lamp, 
and cryeſt never ſo loud, and knockeſt never fo hard, 
and beggeſt never ſo earneſtly, Lord, Lord, open to us, 
Mat. 25. 1. to the 14. ver. And therefore, be ſure to 
repent Now. For, Now is the accepted time. Now js 
the Day of Salvation. To Day, if ye will hear his 
Voice, harden not your Hearts. 20 Day, if ye will 
hear his Voice, harden not your Hearts. For, ye do 
not know, whether any one of you all may live to 


fee To morrow. You do not know, but that before 20 


morrow, you and all you have, may be burnt down 
with Fire from Heaven. For I hope, that none of 
you, who have ſcen, or but only heard of the Dread- 
ful Fire of London, can ever forget it fo. ſoon, as to 
queſtion the Poſſibility of ſuch a ſudden Deſtruction. 
And thus, I hope, I have ſufficiently proved, that, 
No man can ſincerely turn unto God by true Repentance, 
anleſs God do firſt turn his Heart by the preaching af 
the Goſpel. Or, to ſpeak in the Words of the Text, 
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N) min can repent, unleſs the Kingdom of Heaven be at 


hand. Which is the Firft thing J undertook to do. 


And, 


The Second is this. The Kingdom of Fleaven's being 
at hand Or, what is all one, The preaching of the Goſ- 
fel is the beſt and the only effeftual way to bring men to 
Repentance. For, | 3 

x. I have already proved out of P/al. 1 30. 3, 4. That 
no man would ever fear God, or repent of his Sins, or 
do any other Act of Religious Worſhip, if God were 


not ſo merciful as to pardon poor Sinners upon their 


Repentance. And I have allo already proved, that 
the Natural and Moſaical Laws admit of no Re- 


pentance, but denounce Death and Damnation upon 


the leaſt Breach or Neglect of Duty. And therefore, 
of all thoſe Laws, which God has hitherto giv'n to 
mankind, the Goſpel muſt needs be the beſt, and the 
only effectual Way to bring men to Repentance; be- 
cauſe the Goſpel, and only the Goſpel, does accept of, 
and inable men to perform it. 

2. All men, whatever ſome vain Pretenders to Di- 
vinity fay to the contrary, are guilty of that Sin which 
Adam committed in Paradiſe. And by Virtue of 
that Sin, they are all liable to Spiritual, Temporal, and 


Eternal Death. For ſays St. Paul, In Adam all have 


fianed. In Adam all die. And, The Wazes of Sin is 
Death, Rom. 5. 12. compared with Rom. 6. 23. and 
x Cor. 15.22, And the Ninth Article of the Church 
of Enzland bears me out for what I here ſay of Origi- 
nal Sin. For ſays that Article, Original Sin ſtandeth 
ot in the following of Adam, as the Pelagians do vainly 
talk: but, it is the Fault and Corruption of the Nature 
of every Man, that naturally i ingendred of the Off. 
ſpring of Adam, whereby May is very far gone from 
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Original Righteouſneſs, and is of his own Nature inclined * | 


to Evil, fo that the Fleſh luſteth always contrary to the 
Spirit ; and therefore, in every Perſon born into this World, 
it de{erveth God's Wrath aud Damnation. And Le- 
ſides this our Original Sin and Miſery, daily Experi- 
cnce aſſures us, that 7 many things we Ao all attually 
offend, And both theſe our Original and Atlual Of. 
fences do make us Enemies to God, and provoke him 
to deſtroy us, and to fend us into Hell to be tormen- 
ted with the Devil and his Angels. And now we are in 
this miſerable Condition, juſt upon the very Brink of the 
Bottomleſs Pir and the Gulf impaſlable, the Goſpel 
comes and tells us this good News, and publiſheth 
theſe glad, welcome, and ſeaſonable Tidings of Salva- |? 
tion. Though you have ſinned againſt God; yet, 
God is willing to be Reconciled to you. God ſends |'* 
us his Ambaſladours to beg of you to forſake your 
Sins, and to be at Peace with him. Yea, God hath |* 
ſent his only begotten Son, and put him to Death, to 
make a full Satisfaction to his Juſtice for your Sins. 
And is not this a moſt powerful Motive to make 
you to repent? For, you have ſinned againſt God, 
and ought in all Reaſon to beg of God to be Recon- 
ciled to you; and yet, Goa begs of you to be Recon- 
ciled to him. You have ſinned againſt God, and 
ought in all Reaſon to be put to Death for your Sins; 
and yet, God puts his own Son to Death, that he may 
ſave you from Death. God puts him to Death, who is 
his 'only beloved, and his only begotten Son, and who 
never offended him, that he may ſave you from Death, 
who do nothing but offend him. Do you think, that 
God gets or loſes any thing, or that God is better or 
worſe, or that God is more or leſs happy, becauſe 
; you do, or do not repent? No verily. For, God is 
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eternally and infinitely Happy, whether you repent 
or no. All that is got or loſt by your repenting or 
not repenting, is only to your ſelves, and not at all to 
God. For ſay Eliphaz and Elibu to Job, Can a Man 
be profitable unto God, as he that is wiſe may be profitable 
to himſelf 2 Is it any Pleaſure to the Almighty, that thou 
art rizhteous > Or is it Gain to him, that thou maxe$t 
thy Ways perfeit 2 If thou finneſt, what doſ# thou againſt 
him ? Or if thy Tranſgreſſrons be multiplied, what dſt 
thou unto him If thay be righteous, what giveſt thou 
him? Or what receiveth he of thine Hand 2 Thy Wicked 
neſs may hurt a man as thou art, and thy Righteouſneſs 


may profit the Son of Man: but, it can neither profit 


nor hurt God. Job. 2 2. 2, 3. compared with Fob. 35. 
6, 7, 8. And will not this, will not All this oblige 
you to repent? If it does not, ſure J am, it will ob- 
lige God to make your Damnation the more intoler- 
able. If you had a powerful Enemy, that were able 


to undo you, and all your Wives, and Children; 


would not you do any thing to get and to keep in 
with him, and would not you be extreme glad, if you 


could by any means make him your Friend? And is not 


God your Enemy, while you do not repent, and ſuch 
an Enemy, as 1s able to deſtroy both your Bodies 
and Souls in Hell-Fire? And why then will not you 
accept of God's Favour and Friendſhip, when you 


may have it, only for accepting of it 2 If you did owe 


ſuch a man a great Sum of Money, and he ſhould 
come, and take you by the Throat, and caſt you in- 
to Priſon, and that man's Son ſhould come by in the 
mean time, and pay off all your Debt, and ſet you at 
Liberty, would not you be eternally obliged to him: 


And why then do not you think your ſelves as much, 


yea, aud infinitely more, obliged to the Son of God; 
| Who 
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who has laid down his own Life, and ſuffered Death» 
even the Death of the Croſs, that he might pay off all 
your Debts, and prevent his Father from caſting you 
into ſuch a Priſon, as there is no getting out of, 22// you 
have paid the very «ttermoſt Farthing > Do you think 
chat Hell is not a worſe Priſon rhan any upon Earth? 
Or do you think, that it is not far worſe to have God 
than man for your Enemy. 

3. The Goſpel tells you, that, though your Sins 
be never ſo Many; yet, upon Repentance, you may 


have them all pardoned. For, Mary Magdalene had 
Seven Devils in her at once, and ſhe became a Saint 


upon her Repentance. Holy David had more Sins 
than the Hair of his Heads, or the Sand of the Sea, 
and he became a Man after God's own Heart upon his 
Repentance. The Goſpel tells you, that, though your 


Sins be never ſo Great: yet, upon your Repentance, 


you may have them all pardoned. For, St. Peter 
denied Chriſt with Curſing and Swearing, holy David 
flew the Husband and lay with the Wife, Lot 
was drunk and committed Inceſt with his own Daugh- 
ters, and St. Paul was a Perſecutor, a Blaſphemer, and 
Injurious ; yea, and he was the chief of Sinners. And 


yet, all theſe, upon their Repentance, became 7zhe chief 


of Saints. The Goſpel tells you, that, No man is fo 
welcome to God as a repenting Sinner. For, there is 
more Joy in Jlea ven over one Sinner that repenteth, than 
over ninety and nine juſt Perſons that need no Repentance. 
Yea, .and the Goſpel tells you further, that Chriſt 
takes moſt Delight in pardoning the greateſt of all 
Sinners. For, where Sin has mofF abounded, Grace 
does moft abound. And the Reaſon of this, is, partly, 


becauſe the greateſt Sinner is God's greateſt Enemy, 
and every one had rather conquer his greateſt than 


his 
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his leaſt Enemy ; partly, becauſe the greateſt Sinner 
has moſt need of Help, and every generous Perſon is 
for helping him that has molt need of it; partly, be- 
cauſe the greateſt Sinner is moſt deſperately ſick and 
hardeſt to be cured, and ſuch a Cure is moſt for the 
Phyſician's Credit; partly, becauſe the more a man 
has ſinned againſt God, the more is his mercy glo- 
rified in pardoning him; and partly, becauſe the more 
God pardons a Man, the more will that Man love 
him for it. For, the Woman in the Goſpel loved much, 
becauſe ſhe had much forgiven her. And can there be 
any greater Incouragement for men to repent than 
this is? Can men poſlibly with for more than this 
comes to? Yea, can Men, or Angels, or God himſelf, 
find out better Motives for Repentance than the Goſ- 
pel has already revealed to us? And what then can 
poſſibly keep you from repenting 2 Why will ye die, 
why will ye die, and be for ever miſerable 2 Though 
your Sins be never ſo Many and never ſo Great; 
though you be the chief of Sinners; yet, that is no 
Hindrance to your Repentance. For, it is not your 
frnning this or that great Sin which damus you; for then, 
no man could ever efcape Damnation, becauſe thers 
is no Man without ſome great Sin or other: But that, 
and only that which damns you, is, hour living and 
Aying in your Sins without Repentance, For, it is God's 

greateſt Joy to pardon the greateſt Sinners upon their 
Repentance. Yea, he takes more Foy in one repenting 
Sinner than in Ninety and Nine juſt Perſons that need no 
Repentance. To which purpoſe theſe Sayings of the 
Jewiſh Doctors are very remarkable. Great is the 
Dignity of Penitenis. Great is the Virtue of them that re- 
pent, ſo that no Creature may ſtand in their Rank and 
Order. Nay further. The righteous may not ſtand in 
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te {ame place with thoſe that have repented. And if all 
this be not Encouragement enough for men to repent, I 
profeſs ſeriouſly, it is hard, sf not impoſſibie, to conceive 


-what is. And thus I have ſhewn you in general, that, 
The the Kingdom of Heaven's being at hand : Or, The 


preaching of the Goſpel, is the beſt and the only effettual 
way to bring men to Repentance, And I will now, by 


God's Help, give you a particular Demonſtration of * 
it, by ſhewing you all the ſeveral Parts of Repentance, 


and proving that every one of them all is wrought in 


us by the preaching of the Goſpel. 


Firſt of all. A true Penitent muſt Ano his Sin. 


For, if a Man does not know what Sin is, and what 


Sin he is guilty of, how can he poſſibly repent of it? 


For, as a man cannot wor ſhip he knows not what, Joh. q. 22. 
ſo he cannot repent of he knows not what. And 


this Xzowledge of Sin is wrought in us by the Goſ- 
pel. For, The Spirit, which is only received by the 
preaching of the Goſpel, is only able to convince the 


World of Sin, Joh. 16. 8. And all thoſe Legal Convicti- 5 - 


ons of Sin and other Effects, which are wrought in us 
by the Law, can never, as of themſelves, have any o- 


ther Influence upon us, than they had upon Cain and 


Tadas. | : | 
Secondly. A true Penitent muſt not only Know ; but, 


he muſt allo be Sorry for, his Sin. And this Sorrow 
for Sin is wrought in us by the Goſpel. For, What 


made the Woman in Luke 7. 44. to waſh the Feet of 
Chrift with her Tears, and to wipe them with the Hair 


of her Head, but only, that her Sins, which were many, 


were all pardoned by him? And, what made the People 
in Zechar. 12. 10. to mourn, as one mourneth for his 
only Son; and to be in Bitterneſs, as one that is in Bit- 
terneſs for his firſt born, but only, that they looted upon 
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Chriſt, whom they had pierced > And how is it poſſible for 
you to fee your beſt and your only Friend a dying, 
without Tears in your Eyes ; eſpecially, if he dies to 
fave you from dying, and from being eternally mi- 
{erable ? 85 8 

_ Thirdly. A true Penitent muſt not only Know, and 
be Sorry; but, he muſt alſo be Aſbamed for, his Sin. 
And this Shame for Sin is wrought in us by the Goſ- 
pel. For ſays St. Paul, Rom. 6. 21. What Fruit had 
ye then in thoſe things whereof ye are now aſhamed» He 
does not ſay, whereof ye were Before; but, whereof 
ye are Now aſhamed, Now you have the Goſpel 
preached unto you. For, N were in Dark - 
neſs, and ye were not Aſbamed of your Sins in the 
Dark, and in the Night, when no Man faw you or 
them; but, Now you have the Goſpel preached unto 
you, Now you are come into the Light, and into the 


= Day, and that makes you bluſh and be 4/hamed, that 


makes you hang down your Hands and Heads, and 
ſcarce able to look up to thoſe Heavens againſt which 
vou have ſo ſhamefully finned. © - 
Fourthly. A true Penitent muſt not only Know, 
and be Sorry, and be Aſhamed ; but, he muſt alſo Loath 
himſelf for his Sin. And this Loathing of ones ſelf 
for Sin is wrought in us by the Goſpel. For, the 
Prophet tells the People of 7ſrael, Ezek. 20. 43, 44. 
and ſome other Verſes of that Chapter, That when 
Cod ſhould: be gracious unto them, and forgive them all 
their Sins, and bring them back to their own Land and 
their 'own Country, There ye ſhall remember your Ways, 
and all your Doings, wherein ye have been defiled, and 
ye ſhall LoatY your ſelves in your own Sight for all your 
Evils that ye have committed. And ye af from, that 
am the Lord, when I have wrought with you for my 
| > Name s 
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Name's Sake, not according to your wicked Ways, nor ar- 
cording to your corrupt Deings, O Flouſe of Iſrael, ſaith 


the Lord God. Where you ſee, that neither Threat- 


nings, nor Afflictions, nor any thing elſe, but only 
the Love, and Grace, and Mercy of God makes them 
there to Loath and abhor themſelves for their former 
Sins. And 'tis molt certainly true, that, as when a 
Man has taken a Surfeit, he does not only Loath the 
Meat or Drink that caulcd it, but allo the very Ye/- 
ſel that has the Smell or Taſte of it: fo when a man 
has taken a Surfeit of Sin, and truly repents of it, he 
does not only Loath his Sin; but, he allo Loaths and 
abhors his own Body, which is the Veſſel, where his 
Sin was. And that is the Reaſon, why true Penitents 
are ſo full of Indignation againſt, and take ſo much 
Revenge upon themſelves for ever after, that they do 
in a manner ſtarve their Bodies with Faſting and o- 


ther Acts of Selt-Denial and Mortification. Aud 


though God forgives them, yet they can never forgive 
themſelves; but, their Sin is always before them, and 
their Iniquities are always in their th and their 


Tranſgreſſions of Twenty, Fourty, or Threeſcore Tears ſtand. 


ing, are as freſh in their Memory, as if they had been 
committed but this very Moment. And therefore, every 
Night before they go to ſleep, they beat their Breaſts, 
nd [mite upon their Thighs, and each of them ſays 
by himſelf alone, What have I done > Was there ever 
ſuch an ungrateful Wretch as I have been, who have 


ſinned againſt ſo much Love, and have offended fo 
indulgent, ſo liberal, fo tender a Father? Oh theſe 
adulterous Eyes of mine, which have caſt ſo many 


wanton Glances, and laſcivious Looks even in God's 
own Houſe ! Oh theſe f/rhyands of mine, which have 
ſo often ſmote my Brethren with the Fiſt of Wicked- 
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than I really am, and has betrayed me to thoſe very 


Sins, which I never thought of but with Abhorrence 
and 'Deteſtation ! Oh theſe ungodly Feet of mine, 


which have been fo ſlow to run in the Ways of God's 
Laws, and yet have been fo ſwift to ſhed innocent 
Blood ; have been fo ſlow to go to Church, and yet have 
been ſo ſwift to goto a Play ora Merry-Mecting ! And 
Oh this /a/phemous Tongue of mine, which has fo often 
curſed and ſwore againſt that good God who gaveit 


me, to bleſs and to o praiſe his holy Name. And this 


Loathing and abhorring of a man's ſelf makes him to 
tall a Weeping, and his Weeping makes him to fall 


a ſleep, and that Sleep is of all others the moſt (weer 
and pleafant. The very Dreams in that Sicep are more 


holy than other Mens awakening. Thoughts. And if the 
Lord of the Univerſe comes, even at 47iduizht, and de- 
mands the Accounts of ſuch a one's Stewardſli p, they 
are all ready made and caſt up to his Hand, and he is ready 
and fit to enter into the Joy of his Lord. Try this 


when you will, and you ſhall certainly find it fo, it 
you try it for. any conſiderable time together. kor, 


no man can reaſonably expect ſuch Succeſs at the 


. firſt or ſecond Trial. 
Fifthly. A true penitent muſt not only Know, and 


be Sorry, and be Aſhamed, and Loath himſelf for; 'bur, 


he muſt alſo Confeſs his Sin. And this Corfeſi Jon. of 


Sin is wrought in us by the Goſpel. For, when St. 
Paul had once obtained Mercy of God, He, who be- 


fore was blameleſs, and had no Sin to Confeſs, , Can now 
ſcarce think he ever Confeſſeth his Sin enough; but, 
he is always Confeſſing of himſelf, that he had been 
* Perſecutor, a Blaſphemer, njurious, and. the thief o/ 


/ june rs. 


neſs! Oh this ae Heart of mine, which has 
ſo often made me to take my felt for a better man 
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Sinners. And without all doubt, when a true Peni- 
tent ſees how God ſpareth his Life, when he may juſtly 
take it from him, and ſend him to Hell every Hour in 


the Day, he cannot chuſe but Confeß his Sin unto 


him. He cannot chuſe but Confeſs, O Lord, Righteouſ- 


meſs belongeth unto thee, but unto me Confuſion of Face, 


Thou art righteous, I am unrighteous ; Thou art good, 
Jam bad; Thou art pure, I am impure and filthy; 
Thou art bleſſed for ever, I am curſed and deſerve to 


be damned for ever, and ſhall be fo, if it be not for 


thine infinite Mercy's ſake. 


Sixthly. A true Penitent muſt not only Know, and be 


Sorry, and be Aſhamed, and Loath himſelf for, and Con- 


feſs his Sin; but, he muſt alſo make full Reſtitution for 
his Sin. ZZe muſt Reſtore to every Man, what he hath fran- 
dulently or violently taken from him. He mult Satisfie e- 
very man for whatever Wrong he hath done him, in his 
Perſon, Name, or Goods. And if he has not where- 
withal to Satisfie, he muſt, and tis the leaſt he can do, 


beg Pardon of his injured Neighbour, with all poſſible 
Submiſſion and Humility. And if he has wronged 


any man that 1s now dead, and has wherewithal, he 


muſt make Reſtitution to his Heir; and if he has no 


Heir, he muſt give it to the Poor, not in his own, but, 
the dead-man's Name; not as his own Charity; but, as a 
Juſt Debt that is due to the dead-man. And without 


ſuch a Reſtitution or Satisfaction for Sin, there is no 


true Repentance, and without true Repentance, there 
is no Salvation to be had. And you do now but mock 
God, and provoke God, and dare God, to ſend Fire from 


Heaven to deſtroy you all at this very Inſtant, if you 
do not Reftore to every Man what you have robled or 

cheated him of. And if any man upon Earth, or any 
Angel fre m Heaven tells you otherwiſe, let him be 


accurſed. 
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aſhamed for his Sin, and loathed himſelf for his Sin, 
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accurſed. And this Reſtituion or Satishction for Sin 


is wrought in us by the Goſpel. For, u hen our Ha- 
viour went and brought Salvation to Zaccheus and 
his Houſe, /e ſtood up and ſaid unto the Lord, Bebo'd, 
Lord, the half of my Goods I give to the Poor, and if 1 


hate taken any thing from any man by faule Accuſation, 


J reſtore four-fold, Luke 19. 8. Where you fee, that 
our Saviour's preaching the Goſpel to Zuccheus 
made him ſo Charitable to the Poor, as to give them 
half his Goods, that he had honeſty gotten; and fo 
7457 to all that he had wronged, as to make them a 


 four-fold Keſtitution, for all the Goods that he had 


gotten diſhoneſtly. OE. 

Se venthly. A true Penitent muſt not only Know, 
and be Sorry, and be Aſhamed, and Loath himſelf 
for, and Confeſs his Sin, and make Reſtitution for 


his Sin; but, he muſt alſo go one Pp further, he 


muſt place no Merit in all this, he muſt not hope to 
be ſaved by it; But, he muſt wholly throw himſelf upon 
the infinite Mercy of Chriit, and Believe, and rely, and 
truſt in Chriſt for the free and the full Pardon of all his 
Sins, And this is wrought in us by the Goſpel. For, 
nothing but the Goſpel, either plainly revealed, to us 
Chriſtians, or darkly hinted to the Jews and the old 


World, can poſſibly tell us any thing of Chriſt : and 


conſequently, nothing but the Goſpel can poſſibiy 


make us to believe, and rely, and truſt in Chriſt. 
And pus this may ſeem but a very ſmall thing, and 


much eafier to be done than the other fix Parts of Re- 
pentance, I have already given you an Account of : yet, 


do aſſure you, that this alone is much harder to be 


done than all the other ſix put together. For, Judas 
knew his Sin, and was ſorry for his Sin, and was 


anc] 
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and confeſſed his Sin, and made Reſtitution for his 
Sin: but, Fe was never able to believe, and rely, and 
truſt in Chriſt for the Pardon of his Sin. He thought 
his Sin was greater than God's Mercy, was greater 


than God could pardon ; and therefore, he went and 


hanged himſelf for Deſpair. Mat. 27, 3, 4.5. And 
here now, O good God, what will become of you, who 
do not repent as much as Judas did, who was only ated 
by the Spirit of Bondlage, and a jlaviſh ſervile Fear? 
What will become of you, who have not even thoſe 
legal Eſtects of the Lav upon you, which «das, and 
ſeveral other Reprobates and Caſt-aways have? What 


will become of you, who do not repent as much as 


Judas did, who is now in Hell? For, which of you al 
has ever made full Reſtitution for all, or for any one 
thing that you have robbed or cheated your Neighbours of 2 
And if yon do not do thoſe lefler Duties of Repent- 
ance, which Judas did, how can you do that greater 
Duty of Repentance, which coſt him his Life 2 For, 
if you cannot carry a Burden of a hundred Pound 
Weight, how can you poſſibly carry one that is ten 
thouſand times heavier > Oh for Gods fake, for 
Chriſt's fake, and for your ewn poor periſhing Souls 
fake, do not thus miſerably deceive and ruine your 
ſelves. De not think it is ſo eahe a matter for you to Le- 
lie ve in Chriſt. For, you all fee, that Judas did not find 
it ſo, and you your ſelves will never find it ſo at the laſt, 
when the Devil will as violently drive you to Deſpair, 
as he now does to Preſumption. For, aſſure your ſelves, 
that whenever you fall into ſome great Temptation, or 
are viſited with a violent Fit of Sickneſs, or are brought 
to your Death-Beds : then, you will find it the hardeſt 
matter in the whole World, to believe the Remiſſion and 
Forgiveneſs of your Sins. For, if dying men did RY 
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and fully believe that their Sins are pardoned, they 
could not poſſibly be afraid to die. For ſays the Pro- 
phet, La. 33. 24. The Inhabitant ſhall not ſay, | am 
Sick: the People that dwell therein ſha!l be forgiven 
heir Iniquity. Where you ſee, that if a People do truly 
and fully believe that their Iniquity 1s forgiven ; then, 


even thourh they are fick, they cannot complain of 
their Sickneſs, nor be afraid to die. For, Sin is the 


* S:ing of Death, x Cor. 15. 56. That is. As a Bee 
can do a man no hurt, if its Sing be taken from it: ſo 


Death can do a man no hurt, if Su, which is its Sting, 


be taken from it, by being pardoned by Chriſt. And 
therefore, as no man can be afraid of a Bee, when he 
fully knows, it has no Sting, So no man can be a- 
fraid to Die, when he fully knows, that his Sin is 
pardoned by Chriſt, and that his Death has no Sting to 
hurt him with. And therefore, it is moſt certainly 


true, that all thoſe Fears and Jealouſies, which ſick 


and dying Men betray, are certain and undeniable 
= Proofs, that they do not fully and aſſuredly believe 
the Remiſſion and Forgivenels of their Sins. And if 
any man ſhould but come to them juſt at the Point of 
= Death, and give them a full 4ſſurauce of the Pardon of their 
Sins, they would freely give him all they had, and ten thou- 

== ſand times more if they had it. And thus] have ſhewn 
you, What it is to repent; and that, The Aingdom of 
= Heaven's being at hand: Or, The preaching of the Goſpel 
= is the beſt and the only effetlual way to bring you to Repen- 
= ?ance. Which is the Second thing I undertook to do. 


And now, My beloved in the Lord, are not we, who 


are bound to repent at all times, much more bound to 
repent a? this time, which is wholly ſet apart to repent 
ine And are not we, who are bound to repent of a/, 
eur Sins, more eſpecially bound to repent of thoſe Sins, 


which 


any one of all tlieſe Sins? Are you guilty of Sodomp: 


towards another, Men with Men working that which 6 © 


Sin ye repent of on this Day, beſure to repent of he 


Perſons have been lately executed for it, and Matrimo- * 


long lince deſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with Fire 
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which were the moſt likely to move God to viſit us mit! f. 
the Dreadful Fire of London, which occaſions our pre-. : 
ſent Meeting? And what thoſe Sins are, you may = © 
know from theſe following Particulars. 10 
Firſt of all, God deſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah * 
with Fire from raven, Gen. 19. throughout tle * 


Chapter. And the chief Sins, that moved God to it, © 


were, Sodomy, F»lnefs of Bread, Abundance of Idle. 
neſs, not flreugthening the Hand of the Poor and Need), 
Abuſing Strangers, and Vexing the Soul of righteous * 
Lot the Preacher of RighteouſnefS. Exek. 16. 49. com- 
pared with Gen. 19. And are you guilty. of theſe, org? 
Or, as St. Paul ſpeaketh, Rom. I. 27. Do you leave 
the natural uſe of the Woman, burning in your Luſt one 


#nſeemly > If you are guilty but of this one Sin, alone, 
you do enough to provoke God to deſtroy this 7 
whole City, as he deſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, ** 
with Fire from Heaven. And therefore, whatever 


F 
A 


Sin, which is now grown ſo common, that ſevera! 


ny it ſelf is become jealous of it, and Adultery and 
Fornication are afraid of its Growth, and tremble at 
its Numbers. And if none of you are guilty of this 
abominable and execrable Sin, which is enough to fet 
a whole Kingdom on Fire at once: yet, are not you | 
guilty of Pride, Falneſs of Bread, Abundance of Ialleneſ, 
Pncharitableneſs to the Poor, Abuſing Strangers, and 
Yexing the Souls of your Preachers of Righteouſneſs, which 
endeavour to reclaim you from theſe and all your -- 
ther crying and damning Sins? Theſe Sins have 
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»i2}, from Heaven, and have you a Care, have you a great 
Care, that they do not bring down. the fame, or 
the like, F not a worſe Deſtruction upon your 


City; © | 
Secondly. The Anger of the Lord was kindled, and 


2 the Fire of the Lord burnt among the Iſraelites, aud 
2 conſumed them that were in the uttermoi? Parts of the 
Camp, Numb. rx. r. And the chief, yea, and indeed, 


the Only Sin, mentioned in Scripture, that moved 


God toit, was, Murmuring. For, the People Complained 


or Murmured againſt their Governors: and therefore, 
the Lord burnt them up with Fire from Heaven. 
And are you guilty of Murmaring and Complaining 
againſt your Governors? In the laſt Reign, ye Mur- 
mured againſt your glorious Deliverer, who was one 


bold the beſt of Kings, Zecauſe he was not a Native of 


England. But, what Cauſe have ye to Murmur 
Now, when our moſt gracious BEN has Heart 


that is All Fatirely Englith, and has done more for 


you in ſome Few Days of that ſhort time ſhe has 
Reigned over us, than ſeveral Potent Monarchs have 
done for their People in al their whole Long Reigns put 
together > And what Victories and Triumphs may 
we not juſtly prefage and expect from ſuch Vnheard 
of Beginnings, if our Murmuring and other Sins do not 
prevent them: For, If ye {hall ſtill do wickedly, ye 


= /hall be conſumed, both ye and your Queen, 1 Sam. 12. 


25. It you are guity St of this one Sin alone, you 
do enough to -provake God to deſtroy your whole 
City with: Fire from Heaven. And therefore, be- 
lure to repent of 2% Sin alſo, leſt it bring your City 
into Aſhes tlie ſecond time, and lay it level with the 
Ground for ever. C Ht: 


Ei 15 Ev Thirdly. 
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Thirdly. God lent Fire from Fleaven, which deſtroyed 
two Captains, and tw? Companies of Soliliers belongins 4 
to Ahaziah King of Iſrael, 2 Kings 1. 10, 12. And the 
chief, yea, and indeed, the Only Sin, mentioned in 
Scripture, that moved God to it, was, Their abuſing 


Elijah the Prophet, by calling him in Scorn, Thou Man 


of God, and by going to take him by force, for tel. 4 
ins the, King of bis Idolatry, and fore-telling his ap- © 


proaching Death. 2 Kings 1. throughout the Chapter. 


And are you guilty of abuſing God s Miniſters, and 
offering Force and Violence to them, for telling you 
of your Sins, and fore- telling that unavoidable De- 
ſtruction, that will certainly overtake you without a a 
{ſpeedy and a thorough Repentance? If you are guilty 


but of this one Sin alone, you do enough to provoke 


God to deſtroy all your Fleets and Armies, and all 1 
your Forces both by Sea and Land with Fire from * 


Heaven. And therefore, be ſure to repent of /i 


Sin alſo, leſt it bring your City into Aſhes the ſe- 
cond time, and lay it level with the Ground for erer. 
Fourthly. Thus faith the Lord to the Fews, Jer. 


17. 27. If you will not hearken unto me, to hallow the 
Sabbath-day, and not to bear a Burden, even entring in 


at the Gates of Jeruſalem on the Sabbath-day : then, I 


will kindle a Fire in the Gates thereof, and it ſhall de- 
wour the Palaces of Jeruſalem, and it ſpall not be quenched. 
And are you guilty of profaning the Sabbath-day, by 


carrying, or ſuffering, Burdens, to be carried upon it; 
or by buying and ſelling, or by viſiting and drinking, or 


by dreſling, looking and walking wantonly,or by work- 
ing in your daily Calling, or by /peaking your own Words, 


aud taking your own Pleaſure, or by doing any other 


unlawful thing upon it? Ja. 58. 13. And if you are 
not guilty of profaning the Sabbath-day : Yet, are 


you guilty of profaning this or any other Faſting-day, 


which 
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which onght to be , res, and indeed, much 


more ſtri..ly, kept tlian the Sabbarh-day it ſelf >. For, 
on the Sabbath-dav, we may both ear and drink tu ve: 
freſh our ſelves, Exod. 16. 25, 26. But, on a Faſting- 


day, we may neither eat nor drink, till Night, or at 
leaſt, till Evening- Prayer be over, without breaking 
the Faſt, Leu. 16. 29, 31. Lale 5. 3 Eſther 4- 166 


And if you are guilty but only of this Sin of Sabbath- 
breaking, you do enough to provoke God to Kindle 


a Fire in all the Gates of your City, and to devour all the 
Palaces of the Kingdom with ſuch a Fire as ſhall never 


be quenched. The chief Palace of the Kingdom 1s al- 


ready burnt down with Fire, and when it will be 
built up again no man knows. And how ſoon all the 
other Palaces of this ſinful Nation may be burnt down 
with Fire, and laid in Aſhes, and levell'd with the 
Ground, no man knows; 


entring in at the Gates of Jeruſalem on the Sabbath-day : 
then, I will kindle a Fire in the Gates thereof, and it 


ſhall devour the Palaces of Jeruſalem, and it ſhall not 
be quenched. God hath long ſince executed this dread- 
ful Threatning againſt Jeruſalem. And the Son of, 


God, Jeſus Chriſt, has commanded me to tell you all 
this very Dav, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh. Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 
Repent ye therefore, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand. Repent ye of all your Sins. But more eſpe- 
cially, repent ye of thoſe Sins, which, I have juſt 
now proved out of God's own Word, were the moſt 
likely to move God to viſit us with that Dreadful 


Fire, which we are now Pretending to humble our 
ſelves for with Faſting and Prayer, whereof, God 
knows, and you all ſee, there is not the leaſt Sign, 


In 


but, God knows, and 
God has told us, I, you will not hearken unto me, to 
hallow the Sabbath-day, and not to bear a Burden, even 
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in moſt Parts of the City, which are as intent upon 
their Wordly Affairs, and as buſie in their Shops 
and Houſes, at home and abroad, as if London had 
never been barat upon this Day. Theſe are the Sins 
which provoked God to plead with the wicked by 


Fire in the former Ages of the World. And I call 


Fleaven and Earth to witneſs, that if it be true, that 
the Papiſls were the Incendiaries that ſet your City 0 


Fire : yet, they were but the Tyſtruments ; and your 
Sins, your Sins were the true and the only C auſes of that 


Fire. Ihe Papiſts were but the Fxecatiwers of God's 
Irath againſt you; and your great, and crying, and 


darning Sins made God to deliver your Cit) into the ei- 


tans. 

And thus I have ſhewn vou, what vou ought to 
do upon this your molt folemn day of Humiliation, 
with all poſſible Plainneſs and Sincerity, and with all 
pollible Earneſtneſs and Affection. But, I know ve- 
ry well, that, let Miniſters ſay and do all they can, 
to further the Salvation of their Hearers ; yet, many 


men, when the Sermon is ouce ended, do never think of 
it more, unleſs it be to Carp, and to Cenſare, and to fad 


Fault, with it. They never Examine Themſelves, nor 
their Families, i in what they remember of the Sermon: 
and by that means, they Themſelves, and their Fa- 
milies, do ſeldom or never practiſe it. And there- 


tore, that! may, if poſſible, put ſome little ſtop to 


this great ſpreading Evil, which, in a manner, ſru- 
{trates the whole defign of all our Preaching, and ren- 


ders it ineſtectual to the Salvation of Souls: I will. 


now, by God's help, Examine you here in Church, 


that you may know, how to Examine Your ſelves 


and your Families in your own Houſes, after every 
Sermon that You Hear, if ever you expect to profit 
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by your Hearing. And I do aſſure you, that ths is 
no more than Xing David himſelf did, who, after 
x he had made an end of offering burnt-offerings and peace- 
* offerings, and bleſſing the people in the Name of the Lord 
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| | of Hoſts in Publick, returned to bleſs his own houſhold 
in Private, 2 Sam. 6. 18, 20. Yea, I do aſſure you, 


that this is no more, than the Lord and the God of 
King David, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf did, who was wont 
to Examine and Iuſtruct his Diſciples in Private, con- 
cerning all thoſe things which he had taught them 25 
Publick, Mark 4. 34. John 16. 19. Matt. 13. 5r. 
And I hope, that no Man or Woman here preſent will 

think it beneath them to do that, which both Xing 
David and Jeſus Chrift were wont to do. I demand 
then of every one here preſent. 

Firs? of all. Doſt thou Auom all thy Sins? Doſt 
thou Aow all thy Sins from thy Youth, or only from 
the time thou came? to Church this Morning, until 
now? Doſt thou Fw all thy wandring Thoughts, 
idle Words, adulterous Looks, and wicked Actions? 
Doſt thou Auom, how often thou haſt defiled thine 

on Body, as Onan did, by thy ſeit alone, or with 
thy lewd Companion; or how often thou haſt tempted 
ſuch a Man or ſuch a Woman, and committed Adul- 


. tery with them in thy Heart; or how often thou haſt 
belied and ſlandered that Perſon, whoſe Virtues thou 
 doſt Fury, but canſt not Imitate; or how often thou 
4 haſt neglected to pray in thy Family, or refuſed to 


go to Church, or laughed, or talked, or ſlept in it; 
or how often thou haſt abſented thy felt from the 
Sacrament; or how often thou haſt ridicul'd and 
burleſqu d that Sermon or Catechiſm Lecture, which 
thou didſt never deſign to practiſe? Doſt thou Anew: 
all this? And then, e 

— Secondly. 
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Secondly. Art thou heartily Sorry for all this, and 
all thy other Sins? Doſt thou cry for all thy Sins in 
ſecret, where none ſees thee, but only thy Father which 
ſeeth in ſecret, and putteth all thy Tears into his Bottle, 
aud noteth them in his Book, in Remembrance of thee? 
Doſt thou weep for thy Sins, as thou doſt for the 
Death of a Husband, a Wife, a Child, or a Friend, 

whom thou lo veſt as thy ova Sou; or as thou weep- 
eſt for any other temporal Loſs, that comes cloſe to _ 
thee, and cuts thee to the Quick, and touches thee in 
thy mgit lenhible Parr? „ 

Thirdly. Art thou A/hamed for all thy Sins? Art 
tliou Afhamed to cheat thy Cuſtomers, or to make too 
hard a Bargain with them, when they wholly leave 
themſelves to thy Conſcience, and take thy Goods 
upon thy Word? Art thou 4/hamed to be like a Suint- 
in Church, and like a Kzave in thy Shop? Art thou 
Aſhamed to be like an Angel in God's Houle, and like 
a Devil in thine Own ? Art thou 4/hame#d to ſpeak a 
Man fair to his Face, and to be ready to cut his Throat 
behind his Back? And art thou Aſamed to commit 
any Sin in Private, as thou art to be told of, and to 
do Penance for it, in Publick 2 | 
Fourthly. Doſt thou Loath and abhor thy ſelf for all thy 
Sins? Doſt thou Loath thy ſelf as thou Loatheſt a men- 
ſtruous Cloath, or the filthieſt Rag? Doſt thou Loath 
thy ſelf, as thou Loatheſt that Meat or Drink, that 
made thee ſurfeit the other Night,thou knoweſt where? 
Doſt thou Loath thy ſelf tor returning to thy former 
Sins, as thou loatheſt a naſty Dog, that returns to, and 
licks up his own Vomit before thy Face, or as thou 
Loatheſt a filthy Sow, which, when ſhe is once waſhed, 
immediately returns to her wallowing in the Mire2 = 
Fifthly. Doſt thou Confeſs all thy Sins? Doſt thou 
Confeſs all thy Sins with all their Circumſtances and 
| Aggra- 
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Argravations? Doſt thou Confeſs, that thou didſt 
commit ſuch a Sin, againſt thy Knowledge, againſt 
thy Conſcience, againſt thy Reſolution, againſt thy 
Vows, and againſt thy Sacramental Ingagements ? 
Doſt thou Confe/s, that thou didſt commit ſuch a 


Sin, againſt the Advice, Exhortation, and Threat- 


ning of thy Friends, Relations, and Governours, both 
in Church and State > Doſt thou Confeſs, that thou 
didſt commit ſuch a Sin, juſt after thou hadſt re- 
ceived ſuch a Mercy, or eſcaped ſuch a Judgment, 
while God was yet pouring forth his Fury or his 
Favour upon thee 2 Doſt thou Confeſs, that thou didſt 
commit ſuch a Sin, againſt all tlie Endearments of Love, 


the Obligation of Friendſhip, and the moſt Sacred 


Promiſes and Oatlis for Secrecy ? Doſt thou Confeſs, 
that thou didſt commit ſuch a Sin, upon a Faſting- 
day, a Holy-day, a Sabbath-day, or a Sacrament-day, 
when thou wert in Church, in the midſt of the 
Congregation ? Doſt thou Confeſs, that thou didſt 
commit ſuch a Sin, in cold Blood, without any 
Temptation, deliberately, and adviſedly, for meer Spite, 
and Malice, and Sinning for Sin's ſake? Doſt thou 
thus Confeſs all thy Sins, with theſe, and all their 
other Circumſtances and Ag gravations "which are 
oftentimes far worſe than the- Sins themſelves 2 
Doſt thou Confeſs to God thy Sins againſt him, to 
thy Neighbour thy Sins againſt him, and to thy Mi- 
niſter thy Sins againſt them Both, whenever thou 
art troubled in Conſcience, and canſt not any other 
way ſatisſie thy Self 2 OL 
Sixthly. Doſt thou make full Reſtitution for all thy 
Sins? Doſt thou Reſtore whatever thou halt unjuſtly 
taken away from God or Man? If thou haſt robbed 
God of his Tythes and Offerings, doſt thou Reſtore 
them to God or his Miniſter? If thou haſt robbed 
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Man of his Goods, doſt thou Re/fore them to Him, or 
his Heir, or, F he) are dead, to the Poor? If thou 
haſt robbed Man of his good Name, doſt thou He- 
ſtore it to him himſelf, by begging his pardon, and 
letting the World know, that what thou haſt ſaid of 
him, is all falſe, and by making him 4 full Satrsfa- 
(lion in Money of Goods, for whatever Place or Pre- 
ferment he has loſt upon the account of thoſe falſe 
Stories, which thou haſt raiſed, received, or publiſh- 
ed of him? If thou haſt taken unlawful Pleaſure 
with other Mens Wives or Daughters, doſt thou ab- 
ſtain ev'n from thine own lawtul Enjoyments? If 
thou haſt eat, or drunk, or dreſſed, or ſlept too much, 
doſt thou punniſh thy ſelf with Watching and Faſt- 
ing, and Sackcloth and Aſhes > Doſt thou make 
full Re/#:tutzon both to God and Man for whatever 
thou haſt done amiſs againſt them Both» | _ 
Laſtly. When thou haſt done all this, doſt thou, 
from the bottom of thy Heart and Soul, acknowledge 
thy ſelf an unprofitable Servant, and own ſincerely, 
that the beſt of all thy Works deſerve Damnation, it 
God ſhould be extreme to mark what thou haſt done 
amiſs? And doſt thou only expect to be Javed, by Be» 
lieving, and Relying, and 7 ruſting in Chriſt for, the free 
and full Pardon of all thy Sins > If thou doſt tlus: 
then, thy Repentance is true and ſincere. It is fych 
a Repentance, as thou wilt never haue need to Repout 
of. Ir is ſuch a Repentance, as will newer make: thee 
Aſtamed at the laſs Day, It is ſuch a Repentance;, as 
now gives thee a full Aſſurance, that the Xingaom of 
Heuven is at hand, and that thou ſhalt hereafter cer- 
tainly be eternally Happy. Which God of his infinite i 
Merey grant we may all be for Chriſt his ſake. Amer. 
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